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The council had also drawn the attention of the sanitary
committee of the Manchester corporation to a similar
complaint and the reply was that the matter should
receive consideration. The member of the council who had

brought the matter forward said he was prepared with
evidence with regard to Manchester and the question was
referred to the executive committee. It is mot unlikely
that the very able medical officers of health of Manchester
and Salford would sanction methods of disinfection calculated
to spread the diseases against which they are so strenuously
fighting and it will probably be found that the Trades
Council is mistaken. But if the idea exists the sooner
it is inquired into the better. It is said that the

charges were that many of the disinfectors described as
"walking infectors " were put on piece-work and therefore
got through as much as they could but in an unsatisfactory
manner ; that they had no change of clothing, no bath, and
low pay-2s. 3d. per room for casuals-work for which this
member of the Trades Council said he should ask 7s. or 8s.
The rate of payment has no doubt been carefully considered,
but members of trade councils are not believed to estimate
the value of their own services at too low a rate.

Lancashire County Council and Taceination.
At the meeting of the Lancashire county council in

November the report of the Public Health Committee stated
that in the three months ended Sept. 30th there had been
159 cases of small-pox, with eight deaths, against 416 cases
and 29 deaths in the previous quarter. The committee re-
commended that primary vaccination should be made com-
pulsory ; that the control of the carrying out of the Vacci-
nation Act should be transferred from boards of guardians to
the county councils ; and that greater facilities for the supply
of pure glycerinated lymph should be afforded." An amend-
ment to the effect that the proposals were too drastic was
lost and they were carried by a large majority. It is refresh-
ing to meet wit,h an instance where common sense is
distinctly shown in spite of the usual talk about inter-
ference with the liberty of the subject to spread small-pox.

Co&ouml;perators and Cunvalescent Homes.
Some time ago the cooperative societies in the north-

western section of the Co&ouml;perative Union, situated chiefly
in Lancashire and Yorkshire, wished to establish convalescent
homes, and a committee has been making investigations as
to sites. They recommend that there shall be two homes,
one at Lytham and the other at Otley. They have been
offered a site at the former place on a lease of 999 years and
propose to erect a building to accommodate over 60 visitors
and to leave room for extensions. They are negotiating for
a site at Otley of over 12 acres in extent, with a well-built
house on it, amid some of the most beautiful scenery in the
valley of the Wharfe. It is estimated that .824,000 will be Irequired to carry out the schemes.

Cancer Treatment at the Christie Hospital.
The story of a cancer hospital must always be one of

suffering, with little room for hope to brighten the outlook ;
and the annual report of the Christie Hospital could tell only
of efforts to alleviate and not to cure. For many of the

patients&mdash;59 during the past year-"are admitted in a late
stage of the disease, beyond all hope of cure," so that they
may be carefully and kindly nursed for the remainder of
their days ; for them it is a home as well as a hospital. By
the changes in connexion with the removal of the Royal
Infirmary the Christie Hospital authorities become tenants of
the infirmary, but this will make no change in its manage-
ment. The total number of cases treated during the year
which ended on Sept. 30th was 186, of whom 133 were new
patients. Research work has been steadily carried on and
the members of the medical board are preparing " an
exhaustive clinical and pathological report on the cases

treated during the past ten years." The report on the

x-ray treatment presented by Dr. R. B. Wild, chairman of
the medical board, stated that since January "14
patients have been under treatment and of these
one was healed, one nearly healed, two improved,
and ten received no benefit." So far it has been
useless in the deep-seated and more malignant forms of
cancer but is successful in a majority of the cases of rodent
ulcer. Time will not as yet allow of any judgment on the 
question of recurrence. Radium is being tried and has
healed superficial and slight cases as the x rays have done
and it did away with the cumbrous apparatus. It need 
scarcely be said that 1 there is a considerable debit balance I

on the accounts." The treasurer announced the gift of &pound;100
by Mrs. Christie towards the deficit.

Overcrowdiny at Withington Workhouse.
Mr. Jenner-Fust, the Poor-law inspector, drew attention at

the last meeting of the Chorlton board of guardians to the
serious overcrowding at the Withington workhouse. The
dormitories are said to be so crowded that "the corridors
had had to be brought into use for accommodating the
inmates." A hard winter and bad trade are anticipated and
a severe frost or heavy fall of snow, which seems to have a
paralysing influence in our large towns, would, as Mr. Jenner-
Fust said, place the guardians in "a difficult position." He

suggested the renting of "an old warehouse or other large
building" for temporary use and also the provision of a

receiving house for children so as to be able to deal with
the children of the I I ins-ar d-outs class " whom it was not

thought desirable to mix with those permanently placed at
Styal. It may perhaps be remembered that the Chorlton
guardians have at Styal a very successful cottage home
colony for children.

Nerv Infirmary for Prestwich Union.
A new infirmary for the Prestwich Union is to be built in

Blackley. The land, comprising 34 acres, forms the Booth
Hall estate and was at one time, I believe, the property of a
well-known bone-setter. The scheme is expected to cost
between &pound;8000 and &9000.

Dec. lst. 
________________

WALES AND WESTERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Cardiff Health Report.
IN his report for the third quarter of the present year the

medical officer of health of Cardiff (Dr. E. Walford) gives
some ’ details of the work performed by the recently
appointed woman sanitary inspector. Her work, it appears,
is primarily concerned with those cases of consumption
of which the medical officer of health receives information.
She gives assistance and advice to those in charge of the
patient, leaving a pamphlet containing the necessary
instructions relating to disinfection and other preventive
measures. The cases are re-visited at intervals of about
two weeks in order to see that the instructions are under-
stood and are being carried out. The same inspector is also
engaged in connexion with measures for the reduction of
infantile mortality. In a town such as Cardiff, where the
general sanitary arrangements and the sanitary administra-
tion are excellent, it might be expected that the number of
deaths among young children would be relatively small. This,
however, is not so, for during the year 1902 the infantile
mortality rate was 145 per 1000 births and during the
previous ten years it was 160 per 1000 births. There is thus
plenty of scope for the work of the woman inspector who
now visits the houses of the poorer classes where a birth
has occurred and leaves a printed pamphlet of instruction
on infant feeding while at the same time she gives
any necessary verbal advice. Investigations made by the
same officer into the method of feeding those children
who died from diarrhoea disclosed the fact that of the 36

children who died from that disease during the third
quarter of the year only one was exclusively breast fed, four
took other food as well as the breast, and the remaining 31
were fed on cows’ milk or condensed milk either alone or

with 
other foods. No record appears to have been made of

the number of instances in which a tube feeding-bottle and
a boat-bottle were used. It is of interest to find that the

bacteriological aspect of the feeding question is being in-
quired into. Various specimens of food and of the excreta
from infants have been submitted to Dr. Sch&ouml;lberg for exami-
nation at the Cardiff and county public health laboratory and
the indications up to the present are that much of the food
consumed by young children is subject to contamination, the
result of want of care and cleanliness in the preparation.
Dr. Walford anticipates that the results obtained by these
bacteriological examinations will eventually throw light upon
the various causes contributing to infantile mortality and
will be useful for administrative purposes.

2enure of Office of Medical Officers of Health.
At a meeting of the Herefordshire division of the British

Medical Association held on Nov. 26th a resolution was
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passed expressing the opinion that it is detrimental to the
best interests of public health and the efficient carrying out
of the laws relating thereto that medical officers of health
should be appointed for limited periods and on a precarious
tenure of office, and it is desirable that all medical officers of
health should hold office upon the same terms as district
Poor-law medical officers. It was also decided to request
the council of the association to bring the question of the
insecurity of tenure of office of medical officers of health
before the divisions of the association.

Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of Health.
A dinner of the Midland branch will take place at the

Grand Hutel, Birmingham, on Dec. 10th, at 7 P.M., when it
is expected that Dr. Alfred Hill, late medical officer of
health of Birmingham, and Dr. Joseph Groves, the presi-
dent of the society, will be present as guests.

Hocsing oj the Working Classes at Newport (Mon.).
The Newport (Mon.) town council placed itself in a very

undignified position at a special meeting held on Nov. 24th,
when the question of proceeding with a scheme for the
erection of 66 workmen’s houses which had received the
sanction of the council on August llth last 1 was again dis-
cussed. A proposal to defer the matter for 12 months was
defeated, but a propo-dtion to proceed at once with the
scheme found 17 supporters and an equal number of

opponents and the mayor declared that it was not carried.
It is to berfgretted that at the same meeting the hou-ing
committee was dissolved, for it has done most excellent work
not only in preparing the scheme referred to but in the
direction of causing uninhabitable houses to be closed ox
made fit for habitation.

Overcrowding in Bristol.
At the last meeting of the Bristol board of guardians

during a discu-sion as to the adoption of four young girls of
, ages from eight to 15 years whose father was dead and
whose mother was recently charged before the city justices
with neglecting her children, a very lamentable condition
was disclosed. It appears that the woman in question
occupied two rooms and in one of them there slept, in
addition to herself and the four girls, her son aged 20 years,
her daughter aged 18 years, a child of three years, and a
woman of bad character. According to the statements
made by some of the guardians this is not an isolated
instance and there would seem to be much more over

crowding in one-room tenements in Bristol than is gene-
rally supposed. One member of the board said that it would
be a long time before he again subscribed to foreign missions,
for it was apparent that there was a great deal to be done
by home missions.
Nov. 30th. 

_________________

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Epiderreia of Fever in Sligo.
F WITHIN the past fortnight a serious outbreak of fever has
appeared in the district surrounding the town of Sligo and
so many patients have been admitted to the County Fever
Hospital that it has become overcrowded. Dr. B. MacCarthy,
medical inspector under the Local Government Board,
attended a specially convened meeting of the hospital com-
mittee and his report which has just (Dec. lst) appeared
states that 48 cases of a malignant type of fever have already
been admitted to the hospital and he feared that within a
few days many more patients would be brought in. The

report goes on to say that the hospital was absolutely without 
drainage and that the building was standing in a ma-s
of sewage which was lapping its foundations. The medical
men and nurses were in daily danger of losing their lives
from the poisoned atmoi-phere which bad now become so

oppressive that the nurses found themselves unable to sleep
at night. The committee decided to have sewers constructed
at once. Dr. MacCarthy also attended the meeting of the
board of guardians and reported on the filthy condition in
which he found many of the houses in the infected area and
as to the necessity of the overplus fever cases being pro-
vided for in the workhouse hospital. The guardians decided
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to leave the arrangements to the inspector and to the
medical officer of the workhouse.

Insanity in Ireland.
At a conference of representatives of Irish district asylum

committees held in the Richmond Asylum, Dublin, on

Nov. 25th, some most alarming statistics in reference to the
great prevalence of insanity in Ireland were brought forward.
The total number of registered lunatics in Ireland is 22,138,
showing an increase for 1902 of 508, which is an

advance of 47 upon the increase of the previous year
and a higher average than for the past ten years. Not
only is there an inorease, but an increasing ratio of
increase in the total number of the insane. Mr. E. D.
O’Neill (Limerick) read the first paper in which he
referred to the excessive use among the young of alcohol,
tea, and cigarettes as factors in the causation of insanity.
The terrible depression and the emigration of the young and
the healthy were, he said, directly or indirectly responsible
for a large portion of the insanity which existed in Ireland
to-day. Dr. W. Graham (Belfast), in the second paper,
pointed out that in 1844 the number of registered insane was
4714 ; in 40 years it was doubled, and in 1902 it was almost
quadrupled-17,380. In 1882 the number of first admissions
to asylums in Ireland was 2137, in 1901 the number had
swelled to 2821. In 1882 there were under care per
100,000 of the population 269, in 1901 it had risen to
487. He regarded alcoholism not merely as a cause of
insanity but as an effect as well. He pointed out that
in Ireland the gentry and the middle classes (professional
man, educated artisan, and farmer) are rapidly disappear-
ing-that is, the country is being depleted of her best and
strongest elements, retaining only the weak and the unfit, In
the past 40 years 4,000,000 people have left the country. Dr.
Thomas Drapes (Enniscorthy) read a communication pointing
out that in Ireland the situation was little short of appalling
for out of 4500,000 people 25,000 were mentally in-
capable. He thought that unless drunkenness could be
reduced as one of the chief causes of insanity there was
little hope of any diminution. He recommended that
children should be brought up in absolute ignorance of the

taste of alcohol until they were of age and as long as pobsible
afterwards. An interesting discussion followed.

The Ulster Hospital for Children and Women.
A bazaar in aid of the funds of the Ulster Hospital for

Children and Women was opened by the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland in Belfast on Nov. 26th. The object of the effort is
to wipe out a debt of Z2000 and to form an endowment
fund. Mr. H. C. Craig, of Sydenham House, Belfast, has
given f.l000, thus practically liquidating half the debt.
From the large number of people who are interested in the
bazaar it is expected that a good sum of money will be
raised.

Dec. 1st. 
_______________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Experimental Production of Aortic Atheroma by
Repeated lnjeetions of Adrenalin.

AT the meeting of the Biological Society which was held
on Nov. 14th M. Josu6 read a paper upnn the above subject.
Atheroma. is a chronic diseased condftion of the economy
which is generally attributed to the action of slow poisons,
whether endogenous, as those due to defects of nutrition;
exogenous, such as tobacco, alcohol, and lead ; or infective,
such as the poison of typhoid fever. Some observers have
added another factor-namely, arterial hypertensi(,n, whether
local or diffused. Experiments with the injection of toxic
sustances have been made by Crocq, B)inet, and Remak,
but these have not brought about any atheromatous lesions
at a distance from the point of injection, while at that
point they have never produced any calcareous plaques
but only an occasional abscess. Intravenous injections,
however, of adrenalin administered in small doses
repeated for a long time have produced in the rabbit
calcareous plaques but no actual lesion of the aorta.
In rabbits which died after the first injection or even after
five or six injections into the marginal vein of the ear no
aortic lesion was produced. After eight injections of a very
weak (&eacute;tendue) solution spread over a period of five weeks


